For Immediate release

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India

Information note to the Press (Press Release No.53/2020)

TRAI issues Consultation Paper on "Roadmap to Promote Broadband

Connectivity and Enhanced Broadband speed.”

New Delhi, 20t August 2020: The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
today issued the Consultation Paper on “Roadmap to Promote Broadband Connectivity

and Enhanced Broadband speed”.

P Increasing reliable and high-speed broadband connectivity in the country has
been in focus of the Government and the Authority since 2004. Number of policy and
regulatory initiatives has been taken in the past to reach the present state. Constant
developments happening in the field of ICTs are putting continuous pressure on the
Government, the Authority, and the TSPs to. further improve the penetration and
performance of broadband networks. Efforts are continuing to meet the ever-growing
demand and expectations of consumers. Many strategies have been identified in the
NDCP-2018 to improve the penetration and performance of broadband networks. Such

strategies need to be converted into actionable points.

S Further, the Department of Telecommunication (DoT) has requested the
Authority to furnish its recommendations as per Section 11(1)(a) of TRAIL Act 1997, as

amended, on the following points:

(a) ‘'Different speeds for different categories le. fixed vs Mobile with

uploadydownload speeds defined;

(b)  How different categories of broadband speeds such as basic broadband, high
broadband & Ultra-High Broadband etc. can be defined as in Europe; and

(c)  The roadmap to enhance Broadband speed to achieve the NDCP-2018 objective
of 50 Mbps.”
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4. DoT, through two other separate references has sought the recommendations of
the Authority for implementing NDCP-2018 strategies "By encouraging innovative
approaches to Infrastructure creation and access including through resale and Virtual
Network Operators (VNO)”and “Promoting broadband connectivity through innovative
and alternative technologies”, respectively. Both strategies are part of the mission

"Connect India: Creating a Robust Digital Communication Infrastructure”.

5« With this background, the Authority, through the present Consultation Paper
intends to seek the inputs of stakeholders on (i) defining fixed and mobile broadband,
(i) innovative approaches for infrastructure creation, (i) promoting broadband

connectivity, and (iv) measures to be taken for enhancing broadband speed.

7. The Consultation paper has been placed on TRAI's website www.trai.gov.in.
Written Comments on the Consultation Paper are invited from the stakeholders by 21

September 2020 and counter-comments, if any, by 5" October 2020.

8. The Comments and counter-comments may be sent, preferably in electronic

form at jams@trai.gov.in and sksinghal@trai.gov.in. For any clarification/ information,

Shri Sunil Kumar Singhal, Advisor (Broadband & Policy Analysis) may be contacted at
Tel. No. +91-11-232215009.

<

Secretary, TRAI
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