
From: <hippo.masanobu@jvckenwood.com>
To: <advbcs-2@trai.gov.in>, <jtadvbcs-1@trai.gov.in>
Cc: <uesugi.yukiteru@jvckenwood.com>, <hetani.hidenori@jvckenwood.com>,
<mori.yuichi@jvckenwood.com>, <okano.masanobu@jvckenwood.com>,
<tanaka.shinya@jvckenwood.com>, <okamoto.tetsuya@jvckenwood.com>
Date: Mon, 28 Oct 2024 13:36:16 +0530
Subject: Comments for Consultation paper on formulating a Digital Radio Broadcast Policy for Private
Radio Broadcastes
============ Forwarded message ============

Dear Shri Deepak Sharma,

My name is Masanobu Hippo from JVCKENWOOD Copora�on. 
And we are in charge of the designing for Car Radios  and Naviga�ons for both JVC and KENWOOD.

We read the document of the "Consulta�on paper on formula�ng a Digital Radio Broadcast Policy for Private Radio
Broadcasters", and we would like to send you our comments as a manufacture of JVCKENWOOD's digital radio
receivers.

Please accept comments from JVCKENWOOD Corpora�on as following,

JVCKENWOOD  believes that the HD Radio digital radio broadcast standard for India will significantly benefit
listeners with new and enhanced broadcas�ng services accessible across the en�re territory. The United
States formally adopted the technology as their digital radio standard in October of 2002. Since that �me,
JVCKENWOOD has been developing receivers and launching new ones every year. Demand from the market
has been increasing year by year, and with Canada and Mexico officially approving a digital radio standard
based on HD radio technology, JVCKENWOOD is expanding sales channels for receivers with HD radio
func�ons. We feel that this standardiza�on across the North American con�ntent has resulted in the
massifica�on of HD Radio receiver availability across cars and home products.

The adop�on of HD Radio digital radio broadcas�ng standard as a single standard in India is beneficial for
JVCKENWOOD. We have been successful as digital radio receivers for the HD radio and DAB (DAB+) standards
for terrestrial digital radio broadcas�ng as a grobal receiver manuafacture. Unfortunately, at the moment,
DRM (including DRM+/DRM30.) technologies are not being adopted as part of our common design
produc�ons, but HD Radio already has these capabili�es in our common design produc�ons, which greatly
reduces the hurdles to market adop�on.

The HD Radio system provides consumers considerable advantages over legacy analog technology. Consumer
Electronics (CE) digital transi�ons have historically given consumers be�er quality, more choice and more
services, and interac�vity, benefits that are all realized by the HD Radio system.

Manufacturers and retailers have a strong interest in upgrading radio technology from analog to digital. A
uniform digital radio standard across the USA, Mexico and India would incen�vize manufacturers that have
benefited tremendously from previous digital product upgrades. The broad base of manufacturers building
various HD Radio products will capture that same opportunity in radio’s digital transi�on.

HD Radio technology offers the poten�al to increase device func�onality while ensuring the facili�es,
management, and user experience of tradi�onal analog radio broadcas�ng. Addi�onally, the addi�on of
digital radio to these devices with the poten�al benefit of delivering wireless data and audio services. For
automo�ve OEM and �er 1 suppliers, a North American and India product offering means reduced receiver
model inventory and the ability to conduct more thorough tes�ng of a reduced subset of receivers, resul�ng
in be�er performance and lower costs.

JVCKENWOOD encourages broadcasters and regulators in India to work together to advance the rollout of
HD Radio digital radio services across India and to harmonize the use and regula�on of digital radio in the
AM and FM broadcast bands to create a de facto digital radio standard across North America and India.
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Q1: Do you agree that single digital radio technology adop�on is preferable for the en�re country? If not,
support your reply with jus�fica�on.

Yes, adop�ng a single digital radio technology for the en�re country is preferable. A clear direc�on of the
digital radio solu�on for India will allow uniformity and standardiza�on of products, allow our manufacturing
teams to benefit from economies of scale, and simplify the user experience without worrying about
compa�bility.

 

Q2. In case a single digital radio broadcast technology is to be adopted for the en�re country, which
technology should be adopted for digital radio broadcas�ng?

Please give your sugges�ons with detailed jus�fica�on.

 

We recognize that DAB requires different frequency bands. We believe DRM has poten�al, but we have not
adopted it in our common design produc�ons due to lack of meaningful consumer interest. That is why
JVCKENWOOD endorses the HD Radio system as a digital radio broadcast standard.  Since the incep�on of
HD Radio opera�ons, we have produced over 2.5Milions of HD Radio receivers.  In our experience, the HD
Radio system is stable, robust, and provides reliable coverage and services to our automo�ve customers. 

One of the unique services offered by the HD Radio team is a comprehensive cer�fica�on program which
evaluates many different func�onal and performance requirements.  Achieving the HD Radio cer�fica�on
ensures that our products are fully compa�ble with the transmission standard and will work correctly in all
ci�es where HD Radio services are offered.  As a result, we have experienced very high consumer sa�sfac�on
with the HD Radio receiver.

 

Q3. In case mul�ple digital broadcas�ng technologies are to be adopted, please specify whether it should
be le� to the market forces to decide the appropriate technologies and what could be the poten�al
problems due to adop�on of mul�ple technologies?

Please suggest probable solu�ons to the problems, with detailed jus�fica�on.

If the decision to adopt mul�ple digital radio technologies is le� to the market, it will be difficult for receiver
manufacturers to meet the unclear requirements. This is because they need to bear the risk of inves�ng in
technologies whose future requirements are unclear. In this case, they need to consider the size, risk, and
future poten�al of the requirements and make investment decisions. The hurdle to bringing receivers to
market will be even higher than adop�ng a single technology.

And selec�ng a single digital radio standard is crucial for the automo�ve industry for several reasons.

Firstly, it ensures compa�bility and interoperability across different vehicle models and in different
loca�ons. This uniformity means that consumers can expect their digital radios to work seamlessly,
regardless of where they drive.

Secondly, a single standard reduces the complexity and costs of the product design and manufacturing. Car
manufacturers can streamline their produc�on processes by focusing on one technology, leading to
economies of scale. This reduc�on in complexity not only lowers produc�on costs but also minimizes the
poten�al for errors and defects, resul�ng in more reliable products.

Moreover, it enhances the consumer experience. Drivers and passengers benefit from a consistent and
reliable digital radio experience, with no need to worry about compa�bility issues when traveling across
different regions or switching between different car brands.

Finally, adop�ng a single standard fosters, the automo�ve industry can focus its research and development
efforts on enhancing and evolving the technology. This collec�ve focus can lead to more advanced features,
be�er integra�on with other in-car technologies, and a more robust digital radio ecosystem.
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In summary, selec�ng a single digital radio standard is essen�al for the automo�ve industry to ensure
compa�bility, reduce costs, enhance the consumer experience, simplify regulatory compliance, and foster
innova�on. This unified approach will ul�mately benefit manufacturers, consumers, and the broader
broadcas�ng ecosystem.

 Sincerely yours,

Thank you.

===New contact informa�on===
*****************************************
Masanobu Hippo
Engineering Group No.4,
Engineering Dept. No.9,
Mobility & Telema�cs Service, Engineering & Design Division,
JVCKENWOOD Corp.
3-12 Moriya-cho, Kanagawa-ku, Yokohama, Kanagawa, 221-0022 Japan
E-mail: hippo.masanobu@jvckenwood.com
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