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approaches such as community access arrangements, anchor institutions, local entrepreneurship,
public-interest support, and partnerships with schools, health facilities, or local government service
points.

Urban deployments can support broader commercial models, including advertising-supported access,
subscription plans, venue partnerships, managed Wi-Fi services, retail-linked offerings, premium tiers,
and enterprise solutions. High-footfall locations are particularly well suited to hybrid models
involving sponsorship, venue partnerships, advertising, tourism-related services, enterprise
connectivity, and smart city integration.

Additional models suitable in the Indian context could include bundled services, anchor-demand
arrangements, and public-private partnerships. The key policy point is that long-term sustainability
will depend on diversified revenue streams rather than reliance on end-user access charges alone.

Q26. Please provide any additional comments, observations, or suggestions related to the
proliferation of Public Wi-Fi in the country, including any potential issues or considerations that
may not have been covered in the sections above. Please provide your response in detail with
justification.

Public Wi-Fi should be treated as a strategic part of India’s digital connectivity ecosystem.

A key forward-looking priority is future-ready, technology-neutral regulation. Public Wi-Fi policy
should support advanced standards such as Wi-Fi 6E and Wi-Fi 7 and ensure that adequate licence-
exempt spectrum, including the upper 6 GHz band, is available to support higher-capacity
deployments in dense environments.

Public Wi-Fi will also scale more effectively if the ecosystem is built around open systems, affordable
backhaul, sustainable business models, and meaningful public-private collaboration. It should also be
viewed as an enabling layer for emerging digital applications, including Al-enabled services, because
it supports higher-capacity data exchange and resilient connectivity across a wide range of use cases.

If these foundations are put in place, Public Wi-Fi can play a much larger role in digital inclusion,
education, healthcare, commerce, public service delivery, and smart city development.
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