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'*lmfl4 ~(<0"'11( ~f.'141+1'fi Sllf!!Cf'l(OI 

atf!i«*MI 

~~.10~.2026 

1lil. tj"_ ~-7/1/(1)/2023-"Gft ~ ~ (1 3fR 3) - ~ ~Hi"'ll( fclf.hw•Ffl ~ 
~. 1997 (1997 CfiT 24) #mu 36 ITTD ~ l!rfff;;:ff CfiT ~mgr:!:,~ ~Hi"'ll( fclf.'141l"l"fl 
~ oo # ~~ 1"fRCFi ("2:Jlfcl"1'1 ~if Rt11q'1 # ~) fclf.'14l4, 2012 (2012 CfiT 15) ~ 
~m~~~f.'l<;;lRif©a fclf.'14l4 o/ITTIT~, ~:-

oo # ~~ lfACfi (lJl ~\ii '1 ~ if ~~uq '1 # arcrfi)-) (fimr'1") ~ f.'14 Si. 2026 

(2026 CfiT 4) 

1. ~~at< 'Slli:'q"_ (1) ~ fclf.'14i:j'j ~ •ifcrr # ~~ 1"fRCFi ("2:Jlfcl'J1'1 ~if fcl~1q'1 # 
~) (~) fclf.'14 l"l, 2026" CflQT ~I 

(2) it" fclf.'14l4 ~~ifm~l!R#~ft~~I 

2. f.mr'1" 3fR ~ - (1) ~ fclf.'14i:j)• ~~~~. 00#~~1"fRCFi ("2:Jlfcl'J1'1 ~if fcl~ 1q'1 # 
~) fcl f.'14 l"l, 2012 (2012 CfiT 15) ~m arm "1Tft ~ 3lR!!rr afR ~!!IT~~ lIT'1T ~1 

(2) 00#~~1"fRCFi (2-Jlfcl\11'1 ~if fcl~1q'1 # ~) fclf.'14l4, 2012 (2012 CfiT 15) CfiT ~ 
~ fcl f.'14 i:i'i ~ ~~ afR ~~ "1Tft ~ rn:i; fcfi'm 'lft' ~l!T m 3lR!!T m ~m=rr. m m ~ it 

7022 GI/2026 (1) 
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<fiT ~ fcf>ill mifll':fct I~ 'lT <fiT ~~' 'lT ~~ 'lT ~~ t ~~. 'lT ~~ t ~~ 
lJlZ'lT~~qf{o11J4 t~~~~~I 

ari<frcF; ~ ffi, ~ ("Sl"W), ~ l~fclsi I 

[fcl ~Iq'1-l Il/4/3IBT./321 /2026-27] 

fZo:Tuft: &I l@l k'l ifl ~ ''WIT <fiT ~ t ~ (lJl fcl \J1 '1 ~ if fcl ~ I q '1 <fiT ~) (~) fcl f.hl l4, 
2026" t ~i<;ff 3lh: OfiR1lTI <fiT ~~~I 

1.~ 

1.1 1411{, 2012 ~. ~ ~ni"'ll'C fclf.h11wt> ~~. 1997 #mu 36 t m~ ~ 
mu 11 #~mu (1) t m ('l?I) t ~ (i) am: (v) (I'm~ ffiiflR, ~~~ sfl~lfllefi) ~ 

(t1Ji"'ll'C fct'+f!1f) # ~ "fi"@lT 39 IDU ~ !<~ iflT ~~ gq: 00 # ~ t ~ 
("2:Jlfcl"1'1 ~if fcl~1q'1 # ~) fclf."l4l4, 2012 (2012 iflT 15) ~~ 'l'f'n' m1 oo # ~ 
t ~ t ~if~ fclf."l41:j'j if, 3R ~ t m~. 'lQ ~~~ 'l'f'n' m fit~ mmrITTi ~~ 3l]"q{ 

if~ fir'1c B' ~fcl~1q'1 ~~~. crrfif; fcl~1q'1 # ~ # ~ f."l11:c1;:fi # \l'lT ~am: 

'lQ ~~ \l'lT ~ feF; mrITTi ~ 2:Jlfcl\J1'1 ~~. 1994 t ~ 7 t ~-~ (11) iflT 

611q1<1'1 i{1 ~~.~-fllmtm~ mm:urt~ fcl~1q.-i'i tmm:ur, fcl~1q'1 Bif tm~ 
Bl{1:j' ~. ~-Bl?R 3lh: ~-~ fcl~1q•1Y q'{ f.fif~ (I'm iflllf~141 3lh: fcl~1q1I t ~~if 
Blfill ~m i<lif ~ # ~ ?ff1 

1.2 ~ fclf."l414j' ~~ Slfll'C'hl' IDU l41'1414 ~Ui"'ll{ ITTR 'f111Tm<f ~~~ (iTftfu:) if 

~ft~ ~I iTftfu: if Slfll'C'hl IDU ~ <rtz W 'Cf'{ fcRm: ~ gq:, ~ i=t' ~ fclf."l414j' iflT 

'.!'1 f<fuI ifl'1 m 'flT f.foPr fB'll1 ~ 'Cf'{flfi<f ~ t q~ ~ fcl f."l 4i:i1· ~ oo # ~ t ~ 
("2:Jlfcl"1'1 ~if fcl~1q'1 # ~) ('~:fi<IT&<r) fclf."l4l4 , 2013 (2013 iflT 3) IDU, ~ 22 ~. 2013 ~ 
~ gq:, °ffi<Tifua" ~ 'l'f'n' ~ IDU fcl f."l 4l4 3 t arm~~ 3lf'Cf{ if fcl ~Iq'"11 <fiT ~ fir'1c <fiT 
~mm~~ 00 gq:, fclf."l4l4 4 t arm~ t f@T #~en m 'lT fclf."l414j iflT 

61'1q 1<'1'1 ~m t ~ oo ~arr~~i<T 'lT ~i<T \lllft m iflT ~~~W:rr 'l'f'n'; 

(I'm fclf."l4l4 5 t arm Slfll'C'hi t ~ f{4jfli1<fiT311Cfl<<fifl"ill m~ <fiT ~I 

1.3 ~ Slfll'C'hl i=t' fclf."l414j t mcr&Rf ~ l41'1414 ~~ r4141<14 t 'f111&1 fu: ~(~)'ff. 
798912013, i<m ~~ !Slis'fl1tc:« CJ>f1ifflCJ>:tR am: 3R ~ '+l1~fclsi1 ~ 3R ~~if 
~ft ~I l41'1<fi4 ~~ .-4141<14 i=t' ~~ 29.05.2026 t f.foPr <l'~l<Tifua" 03.07.2026 if, 

fu: ~arr t ~~~~ CR Wn 3lh: !fQ f.foPr ~ feFi ~ 2:Jlfcl\J1'1 ~~. 1994 iflT 

~ 7(11) (I'm fcl~ 1q+~ fclf."l4i:il 'flT fclf."l4l4 3 fclf."l41J4ifl i<~ 'flT ~mm~ B- ~~ <t;fa'l 1<1 ~. ~ 
Slfll'C'hi t ~ 3lh: mm:uT ~ t ~l<IB (I'm f.fcq-&'f ~if ~~lifl~a t 'fRr 6lljqlfBifl ~ 
~~~I 

2. ~ ffiiflR iflT ~~ f.tuA' iflT ~ 

2.1 ~ am: mm:ur ~(~~) i=t' 14.08.2026 "4iT mr ~ t m~"<l'+f B- «lil CJ>'1 ~. 1994 

t ~ 2-Jl fcl\l1'1 ~ t ~~ 12 fir'1c <fiT fcl~ Iq'1 ~ <fiT mm~ QCR t ffiiflR t f.foPr <fiT ~ 
#1 mr ~ t ~. 'lQ mm 2006 if~ "4iT ~ ~. ;;iq ~ 62 2:Jlfcl\l1'1 ~~am:~ Bl{1:j' ~ 
~f{) "'1:l<R c,;ic;\llii:f l('11<1i•I ~if~ 00 m, ~ &ll"RIT 'fftflIB ~ 3lh: ~~arr~~ Cfi11 

~@m1 -aqB°~f41 "'1:l<RTJ~B°~~c<1 ~'l'f'n' ~; ~ilill("'I, ~00. i@=f 3lh:ai1{cflilcfl 
c;ic:\llli:f ~ 300 B' 500 'lT mm~ CfWf ~~.~~if 114'fu ~m am: ~arr 
t~~~~I OOmm:ur ITTif 31Tl(~~<11cil· ~~gq:. ~i=t' fcl~1q'1 #~B'¥f.pp:ff 
q'{ m B- fcRm: m "4iT ~~ #1 'lQ ITT fcl~1q'1 q'{ ~m f.hn ~.~•if~~ 'lT ·m-~-



3 ['llllT III-~ 4) 

~·1 ~ ~. q1(qf<ifl 00 ~ * Rf\it20<1 1ft"Wrr ~mm~~~.~ Rf\it20<1 
1fT"Wrr ~ fcl #11 q '"1 ef;1- BllIT it ~~ f.f;n:r ~ ~I ~ "iflT lIT'"1"'"1T m fet ~ if 1:f1lfu ~ID ~. 
~ ?:Jlfcl\i1'"1 ~ITT if f.lisq-&r ~m * t\i1" alr.:Fi ~~ eITT" ~~ ~ ~ fcl#J1q'"1 ef;l­
~ ef;1- BllIT eITT" QCR "iflT f.tuP:r f0;:rr <T?:ITI 

2.2 ~ 4lRH1a f.tuP:r ~ qf<o11J4fq"."q, ~~ ~ 21.08.2026 eITT" ~~~ ;;ntT ef;l-, 
~ IDU 41 i1 IJ>'"l f.f;n:r, 1994 ~ f.f;n:r 7 ~ \311-f.f;n:r (11 ) eITT" QCT ~ <T?:IT ~I 

2.3 ~ '+l1~fclst1 ~ 2012 ~ fclf."l4l4 * \3"'"1'CfiT 2013 "iflT "ff!iiT&""l" 41ilt:i:'"1 f.f;n:r, 1994 ~ 'SITcfm<ft ef;l­
~'l11<ft f."li1<c14l *($j1q1<:1'"1 ~m.~arref;l-ooef;l-~*~m~~'+l"<:feITT-~ 
m ~~~~ ~. ~~ m:ern: IDU ~~ ;;:rR ~ Gf'R m~ f.nn:ft ~ 'dQ(f ~ fl'l 1'"1 ia '( 

eftlIT * ~~~ Rctl!"Zi1 ef;1-~ eITT" ~~~~ eITT" ;;ntt m ~~ "f\it'it m:ern: 
~ QCR "iflT Rm fcl1<rr ~I 3IB: 00 ef;1-~~ 1=fT'"1"ifl' (lefl fcl "1 '"1 ~ if fcl #11 q'"1 ef;1-~) fcl f."l 4 'l , 201 2 
'd"m ~ 'dQ(f ;;ntt 'fl'm aITT"!ir * 'f.R!ir, 41 ti t:i:'"1 f.f;n:r, 1994 it ~~~~1 ~ 1~fclst1 m ~fir 
ITT ~ ~.~ ffi&l1JT * oo ef;1-~ eITT" ~<:fR if ~ gt:i: fcl #11 q'"1 ef;1- eftlITarr ~~ fcRm: 
'CfiB"CflT~~~~I 

3IB:, ~~~~~ml:f *ITTt ~m ~~ ?:JJRl\i1'"1 ~ f.f;n:r, 1994 ~ f.f;n:r 7(11> eITT­
~ eITT" ~~~ 8tJ> ~ fcliftiq'1j ef;1" ~ ef;1" 'dllfT ~ ef;1" ~ ~' Sliff.l<fi(Uj ~ 00ef;l"1JOTCfffi ~ 
lfA'Cfi (aJlRl'ii"l ~~ fclift1q"1 ef;1-~> fclf.lt1+1, 2012 c2012 CfiT 1s) * ~ 'dQ(f ;;ntt ~~* f.Rm eITT-~m "iflT ~ fcl1<rr ~1 
<$1fcflifl(OI : "4Q 00ef;1"~~1=fT'"1"ifl' (lJlfcl"1'"1 ~if fcl#Jlq'"1 ef;1" ~) (f.fn:r'"1-) fclf."l4l4, 2026 ~ 
~ it ~ if ~~ 00 ef;1-~~ 1=fT'"1"ifl' (lefl fcl "1 '"1 ~ if fcl #11 q '"1 ef;1- ~) (f.fn:r'"1-) fcl Pl 4 'l' 

2026 "iflT ~~~I fcR:fi 'lft fcl fi l If8 ~~ if, ~ if fBm <T?:IT 00 ef;l-~~ 1=fT'"1"ifl' (lJl fcl "1 '"1 
~ if fcl #11 q '"1 ef;1-~) (f.fn:r'"1-) fcl f."l 4 'l, 2026 l1PT ~I 

TELECOM REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF INDIA 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the l01h September, 2026 

F. No. RG-7/1/(1)/2023-B AND CS (lAND 3) - In exercise of the powers conferred 
by section 36 of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997 (24 of 1997), the 
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India hereby makes the following regulations to repeal the 
Standards of Quality of Service (Duration of Advertisements in Television Channels) 
Regulations, 2012 (15 of2012) , namely: 

THE STANDARDS OF QUALITY OF SERVICE (DURATION OF 

ADVERTISEMENTS IN TELEVISION CHANNELS) (REPEALING) 


REGULATIONS, 2026 


(4 of2026) 


1. 	 Short title and commencement. - (1) These regulations may be called the Standards of 
Quality of Service (Duration of Advertisements in Television Channels) (Repealing) 
Regulations, 2026. 

(2) They shall come into force from the date of their publication in the Official Gazette. 

2. Repeal and Savings. - ( 1) On coming into force of these regulations, the Standards of 
Quality of Service (Duration of Advertisements in Television Channels) Regulations, 2012 
(15 of 2012) along with all orders and directions issued thereunder shall stand repealed. 
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(2) The repeal of the Standards of Quality of Service (Duration of Advertisements in Television 
Channels) Regulations, 2012 (15 of 2012) shall not affect the previous operation of the said 
regulations and any direction or order issued thereunder, or validity, effect or consequences 
of anything already done or any action taken, or purported to have been done or taken, or 
omitted to be done or suffered thereunder. 

ASHOK KUMAR JHA, Secy. I/C, TRAI 

[ ADVT.-III/4/Exty./321/2026-27] 

Note: The Explanatory Memorandum explains the objects and reasons of the "Standards of 
Quality of Service (Duration of Advertisements in Television Channels) (Repealing) Regulations, 
2026". 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

1. Background 

I.I The Standards of Quality of Service (Duration of Advertisements in Television Channels) 
Regulations, 2012 (15 of 2012) was notified on the 14th May, 2012, in exercise of powers 
conferred by section 36 read with sub clauses (i) and (v) of clause (b) of sub-section (1) of 
section 11 of the Telecom Regulatory Authority oflndia Act, 1997, read with the notification of 
the Government of India, in the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology 
(Department of Telecommunications), No. 39. These regulations as a quality of service 
measure provided, inter alia, that no broadcaster shall carry advertisements exceeding twelve 
minutes in a clock hour, to effectively monitor the duration of advertisement and to ensure that 
the broadcasters comply with rule 7, sub-rule (11) of Cable Television Networks Rules, 1994 
(CTN Rules, 1994), and additionally prescribed conditions on carriage of advertisements during 
live sporting events, minimum time gaps between advertisement sessions, prohibition on part­
screen and drop-down advertisements and parity of audio levels between programmes and 
advertisements. 

1.2 The said regulations were challenged by some of the broadcasters in the Hon' ble Telecom 
Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT). Considering the issues raised by 
broadcasters in TDSAT, the Authority decided to revisit the said regulations. Following due 
consultation process, the said regulations was subsequently amended by the Standards of 
Quality of Service (Duration of Advertisements in Television Channels) (Amendment) 
Regulations, 2013 (3 of2013), notified on the 22°ct March 2013, which, while retaining only the 
twelve-minute ceiling for advertisements in a clock hour under Regulation 3, empowered the 
Authority to issue order or direction to service providers to protect the interests of the 
subscribers or for ensuring compliance of the regulations under Regulation 4; and a 
reporting requirement by broadcasters under Regulation 5. 

1.3 Some of the broadcasters had challenged the provisions of the Regulations before the Hon'ble High 
Court of Delhi in WP (C) No. 7989/2013 titled as Mis News Broadcasters Association & others Vs TRAI 
and other connected matters. The Hon'ble High Court of Delhi in its judgement dated 29.05.2026, as 
amended on 03.07.2026 has dismissed the batch of writ petitions and ruled that the Rule 7(11) of the 
Cable Television Networks Rules, 1994 and Regulation 3 of Ad-Cap Regulations constitute a 
constitutionally valid exercise of regulatory power, striking a proportionate balance between broadcaster 
rights and the public interest in efficient and fair use of broadcast spectrum. 

2. Decision of the Central Government and justification for repeal 

2.1 The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB), vide a Press Release dated 
14.08.2026, announced the Government's decision to remove the 12-minute advertisement 
duration cap for television channels prescribed under the CTN Rules, 1994. As per the press 
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release, the ceiling was introduced in 2006, when there were only 62 television channels and the 
principal distribution platform at that time was cable TV in analog mode with limited carriage 
capacity which offered very limited choice to the consumers. Distribution has since been 
completely digitised, with DTH, Cable TV, HITS and IPTV platforms now together carrying 
300 to 500 channels or more, resulting in adequate competition and consumer choice in the 
market. In view of the changes that have occurred in the TV broadcasting sector, the Ministry 
felt the need to revisit the stipulations relating to advertisement duration. The sector is heavily 
dependent on advertising irrespective of whether the channel is ' pay' or ' free-to-air'. Further 
there was a non-level playing field for traditional TV channels vis-a-vis digital media, where no 
such stipulation on advertisement cap regulation exists. The Ministry had a view that there exists 
adequate competition in the market and therefore decided to remove the advertisement duration 
cap to enable fair competition and ease of doing business for the television broadcasting sector. 

2.2 Consequent upon the said policy decision, MIB issued a Gazette Notification dated 
21.08.2026, whereby sub-rule (11) of rule 7 of the CTN Rules , 1994 has been omitted. 

2.3 Since TRAI's regulations of 2012 and its amendment of 2013 was made to effectively 
monitor and ensure compliance with the provisions of the CTN Rules, 1994, safeguarding the 
quality of service and viewing experience of consumers, the continuation of a parallel cap and an 
associated quarterly reporting requirement under these regulations, after withdrawal of the 
ceiling by the Central Government, would perpetuate the very restriction that the Government 
has decided to remove. Therefore, the Standards of Quality of Service (Duration of 
Advertisements in Television Channels) Regulations, 2012 along with all orders and 
directions issued thereunder, appears to be inconsistent with the CTN Rules, 1994. TRAI, in 
accordance with its mandate, reserves the right to revisit the advertising limits in view of 
consumer protection and quality of service. 

Hence, in order to maintain consistency with the decision of the Central 
Government, and in view of the omission of the Rule 7(11) of Cable Television 
Networks Rules, 1994, prescribing advertisement duration cap, the Authority has 
decided to repeal the Standards of Quality of Service (Duration of Advertisements 
in Television Channels) Regulations, 2012 (15 of 2012) along with all orders and 
directions issued thereunder. 
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